
 

 
 

                                                  

  
Spring Book Sale  

April 28th – May 1st  
 

 
 

Electronic Recycling 
May 15th, 2021 

 

 
 

You can still donate to 
our 2020/2021 Annual 

Fund Drive! 
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Spring 2021 

Letter from the FOYL President  

Greetings Fellow Friends, 

What a year 2020 has been! Our amazing Library director, along 
with her staff, managed to follow protocol and keep our library 
open to serve the community. We are all very thankful for their 
hard work, perseverance, and creative problem solving. More 
challenges are ahead, but I’m incredibly confident we will get 
through them and be better off in the long run. 

Our Annual FOYL Membership Drive has begun, and you should 
be receiving a mailing soon. Please consider joining our group! 
Our main focus is to support the Library by raising funds, and to 
provide community outreach for Library services. We are an all-
volunteer organization and every cent of your donation goes to 
supporting our Library. Additional ways to support our Library 
are utilizing our available services by checking out a book (using 
curbside pickup or the digital catalog), and participating in online 
classes. Remember, it’s fun to read and good for you! 

Looking forward, we will hold our Spring Book Sale April 28th to 
May 1st. It should be a great event and it is a relief to cautiously 
return to our normal events. The funds raised will help the 
library, and the social aspect of these events have been sorely 
missed. I will look forward to seeing all of our generous 
volunteers and patrons at the sale. 

Thank you so much and come check out our library! 

Keith Hartloff 

President, Friends of the Youngstown free Library 
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I have attempted to cast a 2021 budget for the year based on our pre-COVID 
plans for 2020. 
These are the largest sources of income budgeted for the year: 
Membership Drive         $6900 
Chicken Barbeque         $3390 
Spring Book Sale            $2600 
Fall Book Sale                $2500 
Garage Sale                    $2000 
Dessert in the Stacks    $1500 
 In addition to these amounts, the special purpose Library Renovation Fund, 
derived from previous years profits and set aside by the Board, still contains 
$18,154. 
Bill Siddall 
FOYL Treasurer 
 

“Meet Your Friends” 
Shelly Finkle 

Our friend Shelly loves everything about 
Youngstown, and most especially our 
friendly community.  She appreciates how 
everyone comes together in a kind and 
neighborly fashion, and appreciates the 
generosity shown to our Library. Shelly, 
along with husband Tyler, loves to walk in 
the community, and enjoys taking her 
daughters (Libby, Penelope, and Edy) to 
both the Library and our local park.  Over 
the past years, Shelly and the girls loved 
to go to the Library’s story hour, holiday 
parties, craft events, and getting new 
books to read.  During the Pandemic, she 
has utilized online services to check out 
books for the family.  Shelly is a strong 
and motivated woman, and is dedicated to 
her family.  She enjoys sailing, playing 
golf, is a representative for ZYIA Active 
Wear, and continuously works towards 
helping women feel empowered and 
confident. We are happy to call Shelly our 
friend, and appreciate her support to the 
Friends of the Youngstown Library.  

Financial Report 
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A note from Board of Trustees President Sean Scarisbrick 

Bib and Bobs 

As a writer, I usually try and weave an overarching thread through my text, linking 
the whole fabric together. This month, however, I am threadbare. 

But I do have what we refer to in Australia as ‘bibs and bobs’. Odds and Ends. 
Errata.  Here’s some stuff I wanted to mention: 

1 – I need to express my thanks to our outgoing Board of Trustees members:  
Jerry Andres, Kevin Cassick, Lauren Morse, and Mary Weiland – thank you!  
As I’ve mentioned before, if working on this board has taught me anything, it’s that 
the good things hardly happen by accident. They’re usually the result of a bunch of 
behind-the-scenes work. And, I would say, a ‘plethora’ of meetings. I want to thank 
these friends for their years of service to our library and, via that, to their service 
to our community as a whole. 

2 – On the flipside, we have some new Board members to welcome:  
Nadine Tidwell, Mary Beth Smith, and Dave Smith – good luck!  
This mob brings a lot of varied experience to our Board and I look forward to 
working with them in the coming months and years. (Ugh – I sounded like a politician 
there for a second. I feel a little ill at the thought. I’m sorry. But my aim is true; I 
meant what I said. We’ve plenty to do, and these three seem well positioned to 
assist, and, sooner than they’re ready, to lead the way.) 

3 – Your Board of Trustees is itching to get back in the building.  
I know that you know that, but I want it out there in black and white pixels for 
everyone to read. If I have to sit through another Zoom meeting I’ll…. Well, I’ll put 
up with it, because it’s what we have to do for now. But Sonora has developed, and 
the Board has discussed and approved, rigorous and scientifically supported plans for 
the re-opening of your library that we’ll implement just as soon as we’re allowed to. 

4 – I got my vaccine shots before most of my other teacher friends because I read 
about it on our Library webpage. Enough said. 

5 – Despite everything, and despite the seeming ubiquity of electronic media – e-
books, audiobooks, films, music, news, etc… – our library is full of books. Full of DVDs, 
Magazines, CDs, etc. And remember – paper-bag-pickup of materials is there for you. 
While it remains cold, Super-Megan will continue in her starring role as “the face of 
bagged-book distribution” from the relative warmth of the Lobby. 

You know a real book smells and feels and reads better than that horrid little screen 
you’re reading this nice little newsletter from. 

See you soon,                                                                                                          
Sean 
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Moving into the Digital Age with our 
Friends Membership Drive and Annual Fund Drive Campaign 

  
The Library is pleased to announce that we have partnered with “Network for 
Good” – a well-known and well-respected donor-management system for not-for-
profit organizations such as ours. 
By using a simple link on our web-site or Facebook pages, you can now give a gift in 
recognition of someone, or in memory of a friend or relative as well as contribute to 
the Library’s Annual Fund Drive (held in the Fall) or to our Friends Membership 
Campaign which is launching now. 
  
To renew your membership, just go 
to: http://www.youngstownfreelibrary.org/donate-friends.html and in a few easy 
steps you can select your Membership level (Single, Family or Sustaining), let us 
know if you would like to help out with some of our events and activities (Book Sale, 
Mailings etc.), enable Network for Good to deduct your donation from your credit 
card in a secure setting, and be on your way. 
While you are visiting the Library’s website at: www.youngstownfreelibrary.org, 
please take the opportunity to tour the site and discover materials and services 
that you may not know about.   
  
Also, if you would like to make a gift to the Library or get ahead with your Annual 
Fund Drive Donation for 2021, it would be most appreciated! 
  
(We will still be reaching out to you for your support through our traditional ways 
of USPS mailing so please don’t feel excluded if you don’t choose to donate using 
online options!) 
 

 
Semi-Annual Electronics Recycling Event 

 
The Youngstown Free Library will be hosting another electronics recycling event 
on May 15, 2021. Mark your calendars - more details to come! 
 
If you are interested in volunteering for the event, please reach out to the 
Library. There is a suggested donation of $5 per item to be recycled.  Disposal 
services have been generously donated by Maven Technologies.  
 
 

Helping Our Library! 
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Annual Fund Drive 

With your help, the Annual Fund Drive campaign 
from last October until now has raised an 
incredible $24,400. This is an all-time record and 
you generously donated even as you, your family 
and the community are facing very difficult 
challenges. It is heart-warming to realize that 
amidst all of this, you still continue to value your 
tiny Library as an incredible resource and hub of 
the community. We thank contributors below, 
those who wish to remain anonymous, and those 
who contributed online. The 2020-2021 Fund 
Drive remains open, so if your name is not on this 
list, there is still time to contribute. 

As a reminder, envelopes with donations can be 
safely dropped off in the Library’s book drop-off 
or made online at: www.youngstownfreelibrary.org  

Thank you so much for your generosity. 
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Sue	Allen	
Sandra	&	OC	Allen,	Jr	
Michael	&	Sarah	Ambrosia	
Burtram	&	Ellen	Anderson	
George	Anderson	
Jerry	&	Claudia	Andres	
Glenn	Arthurs	
Allan	&	Mary	Ellen	Aureli	
Kevin	&	Diane	Balcom	
Irene	&	Paul	Banks	
Elaine	&	Ed	Barbiero	
John	&	Laurie	Battaglia	
Michael	&	Gina	Beam	
Margaret	Beard	
Lawrence	&	Beverly	Bidak	
Thomas	&	Marie	Bindeman	
Dr.	&	Mrs	Rama	Bojedla	
Anthony	&	Catherine	Bonner	
Steve	&	Maureen	Bowen	
Fred	&	Nancy	Braun	
Jerome	&	Anne	Brett	
Joan	&	Bill	Broderick	
David	&	Liz	Brooks	
Janet	Brooks	
Bruce	Brown	
Gordon	Burnham	
Donald	Burns	
Marion	Calandrelli	
Arthur	&	Joanne	Casilio	
Kevin	Cassick	
Joe	&	Patsy	Cecconi	
Mary	Jo	Cecconi	
Vincent	Cerrone	
Barbara	Chassar	
Bob	&	Winnie	Clark	
Patricia	&	John	Clark	
Paul	and	Charlotte	Clark	
Mary	&	Jed	Clinch	
Kay	&	John	Collard	
Bill	&	Janet	Collesano	
Mike	&	Barbara	Costello	
Tim	Cramb	
Nancy	D'Arcangelo	
Katharina	De	Vos	
	
	
	

	
	
Mike	&	Bridget	DeDario	
John	&	Diane	DeGolier	
Heidi	Dent	
Joan	&	Ralph	DeVantier	
Chris	&	Terri	Diez	
Suzanne	Diez	
Dr	Delf	&	Tim	Dodson	
Vincent	&	Peggy	Dowell	
Carol	&	Kevin	Doyle	
Dennis	&	Gretchen	Duling	
Janis	&	Donald	Dutko	
Mary	&	Darrel	Ecker	
Larry	&	Christina	Elia	
Robert	&	Kate	Emerson	
Doreen	Enman	
Theresa	Espinoza	
Lynn	Evans	
Sharla	Evans	
Rod	Fairbank	
Andrea	Ferin	
Becky	Ferreira	
Tyler	&	Shelly	Finkle	
Robert	&	Suzanne	Flemming	
Mark	&	Christine	Foster	
Alyssa	Funk	
Ed	&	Lynn	Funk	
Tanya	&	Larry	Fura	
The	Garden	Club		
Susan	Geissler	
Joan	Gillespie	
Diane	&	Donald	Glynn	
John	&	Kathleen	Goller	
Karen	Graap	
Julie	Grana	
Ken	&	Nancy	Greulich	
Stan	&	Pat	Gruber	
Linda	&	Charles	Hageman	
Margaret-Ann	Hanson	
Bridgett	Harrison	
Phyllis	Hastings	
Bob	&	Cathy	Hesse	
Jill	&	Phil	Hessinger	
Kevin	&	Eileen	Hoffman	
Daryl	&	Doreen	Hoffmann	
	
	
	

	
	
Peter	&	Deidre	Holler	
Andrews	&	Patricia	Hooker	
Jan	&	Doug	Howard	
Patrick	J	Howey	
Ruth	&	Michael	Hrywnak	
Donna	Huggins	
Ronald	&	Linda	Hulsizer	
Pat	&	Paul	Inskeep,	Jr,	
Ros	Jagow	
Toby	&	Ginny	Jewett	
Peter	&	Ann	Johnston	
Leila	Kahn	
Kenneth	&	Mary	Klinger	
Faith	Koch	&	Phil	Miller	
Loretta	&	Timothy	Kosto	
Gwen	Kozar	
Joshua	&	Janelle	Krupp	
Irene	Krzyscin	
Mary	Jane	Laidlaw	
David	&	Linda	Lambert	
Lynne	Landon	
Donald	&	Suzanne	Larrabee	
William	&	Judith	Leardini	
Linda	Lee	
Barbara	Leonetti	
John	&	Florence	Lorenz	
Stephen	&	Karen	Lyle	
Judith	L.	Maggs	
Leo	&	Martha	Mardirosian	
Juan	&	Molly	Marietta	
William	&	Chris	Martineau	
Sue	Martinez	
Jan	&	Lou	Mathews	
Lark	Mattoon	
Gail	McCalister	
Patricia	McClemont	
Lynn	Meteer	
Mary	Mielke	
Robert	&	Pat	Monroe	
Margy	&	Tom	Montante	
Judith	Muoio	
Helen	Murray	
Lydia	Muzzillo	
Linda	Nelson	
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Diane	&	Bruce	Newton	
Dennis	&	Cathy	Niccola	
Howard	&	Karen	Noonan	
Ann	E.	O'Connor	
Edward	&	Elizabeth	O'Connor	
Ray	&	Garda	O'Keefe	
Shirley	Oldfield	
Patti	&	Paul	Oleson	
Mary	Ann	Oliver	
Dennis	Ormsby	
Anne	Orr	
Nancy	&	Paul	Orsi	
Victoria	Orsi	
Dorothy	Packman	
Norman	&	Kimberly	Papaj	
St	Peter	&	St	Bernard	Parish	Church	
Linda	Parlato	
Kathleen	Pascoe	
Tom	&	Joan	Patrick	
Helene	Pavlock	
Main	St.	Pizzeria	
Nancy	&	James	Poole	
Glyndora	Powell	
Richard	&	Janice	Powell	
Judith	Preskop	
Liz	&	Ron	Printup	
Thomas	&	Janet	Pryce	
Shirley	Ramsden	
Thomas	M	Randler	
Lynda	Reed	
Jane	Reese	
Robert	&	Carol	Reese	
Raleigh	&	Linda	Reynolds	
David	&	Samantha	Riley	
Claudia	Robinson	
Marlene	Rogers	
Rev.Rex	Stewart	&	Carol	Rogers	
Roy	&	Carol	Rogers	
Rita	&	John	Rolfe	
Diane	Salfi	
Jeffery	&Trudy	Sanderson	
Angelo	&	Linda	Sarkees	
Greg	&	Kathy	Schlaich	
Bob	&	Patti	Schrack	
	
	
	

	
	
Donald	&	Rosanna	Schultz	
Maxine	&	John	Schultz	
Donna	&	Brian	Seaman	
Gerianne	Serchia	
Shelley	Shear	
Jean	and	Bill	Siddall	
Julie	Siegel	
Rosamond	Siegwarth	
Brett	&	Melissa	Sippel	&	Family	
Joyce	E.	Sirianni	
Carla	&	Paul	Siwinski	
David	&	Jennifer	Smith	
William	&	Vicki	Smith	
Bruce	&	Nancy	Smithson	
Bruce	&	Jill	Spira	
Christine	Spira	
Joan	&	George	Spira	
Daniel	&	Rebekah	Stayner	
Doris	&	Herman	Steele	
Pat	Stefik	
Marie	Stephens	
Judith	C.	Stepien	
Maggie	&	Jan	Steyn	
Jessica	&	Jeff	Streb	
	
	

	
	
Daniel	&	Colleen	Summerville	
Shannon	&	Michael	Supon	
Karran	Swayze	
Garrett	&	Wendy	Swearingen	
Monica	&	John	Sweeney	
	
	
	

	
	
Rick	&	Kathy	Sweeney	
Victor	&	Crystal	Szarejko	
Lisa	&	Rich	Szarszewski	
Dennis	&	Marlene	Taylor	
Alan	&	Barbara	Tewsley	
Bud	&	Beverly	Toner	
Kevin	&	Wendy	Toohey	
Mary	Louise	Torba	
Audrey	Tower	
Kate	&	Tom	Tower	
David	Truesdale	
Pat	&	Dave	Vanone	
Whitney	Vantine	
Bill	&	Maureen	Ventry	
Hair	Salon	Victoria's	
Youngstown	Vol.	Fire	Co	
Derek	&	Michelle	Wesley	
Michael	&	Cathy	Whelan	
Michael	White	
Christine	White-Schemel	
Mary	Wieland	
Michael	&	Mary	Wilbricht	
Kevin	&	Ginny	Winkworth	
Kim	&	Jim	Winning	
Arthur	&	Dolores	Winslow	
Leo	&	Elva	Winslow	
Eugene	Wojcinski	
Mary	Ann	Yadon	
John	&	Kathleen	Ziemer	
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Hello community! 
By the time you read this, it will have been a year since the building doors to the Library have 
been unlocked. Please know that, in spite of our commitment to safety for everyone, this is a 
decision beyond our control. We remain steadfast, dear community, in our desire to provide you 
with as much access to YOUR Library as our building landlord allows us.  
The pandemic has changed so much for us all, and the Library is no exception. It’s been a whole 
year with our doors locked. When I became a librarian, I wanted to be surrounded by activity in a 
place that welcomed the whole community in every day. Now, the Library is quiet except for our 
busily ringing phone and empty except during our library appointments. 
As we go into year two of this change, we are still figuring out a new normal, even if it’s not what 
we thought “normal” was a year ago. The Library is still here for you, even if we can’t unlock the 
doors yet. We are figuring out ways to reach out and meet you where and how we still can. To 
do this, we are continually exploring programs held beyond Library walls, finding new ways to 
provide services, and embracing one-on-one programs that can be held during Library 
appointments. 
Virtual Library Programs 
*For Library programs you can join from the comfort of your home, have you tried our book 
clubs? Both our book clubs meet via Zoom, which is a video software that lets us all see and talk 
to each other every month. If you’d like to join, please call or email me; everyone is welcome! 
*Our toddlers and preschoolers continue to enjoy weekly Library storytimes from the Town of 
Porter Recreation Department, but now these storytimes are held via videos on Youtube. Every 
week, caregivers can pick up the accompanying craft kits from our curbside pick-up so that their 
children can make the weekly crafts after watching the storytime videos. 
  
Library Services 
*Do you need tax forms and instructions? We have them! If you know the forms you need, you 
can order them by phone and pick them up in curbside pick-up. If you want to browse the forms 
yourself, make an appointment to visit the Library (www.picktime.com/youngstownfreelibrary) 
and pick out what you need. Instructions are available too; those booklets can be borrowed for 
seven days using your library card. 
*Are you in need of home delivery? We offer contactless porch delivery to all Youngstown Free 
Library patrons. Please call the Library at 745-3555 to arrange for home delivery of your next 
batch of great reads! 
  
One-on-One Programs at the Library 
A new Library program debuts this month INSIDE the Library—it’s very exciting! “Words with 
Birds” is a read aloud incentive program for children. In each “Words with Birds” appointment, 
children and caregivers will come to the Library, choose a book, and read it to one of our live 
animal ambassadors. If you are interested in signing a child up for “Words with Birds,” please 
make your appointment atwww.picktime.com/youngstownfreelibrary or by calling the Library at 
745-3555. Please book your appointment soon, as we have limited slots for this program! 
  
On behalf of everyone here at the Library (Marlene, Chris, Megan, and me), please know that we 
miss you all very much! We think of you often. If you ever feel your ears burning, please know 
that we were probably wondering whether you would be interested in the new book we just put 
on the shelf. I welcome you to make your library appointment today 
(www.picktime.com/youngstownfreelibrary) so we can show you the book and find out how 
you’ve been. Or call us—we love that too! 
 
Blessings for health and well-being to you all, 
Sonora 
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April Events at the Library 
Evening Book Club is on Wednesday, April 14th at 7 PM on Zoom. We will be 
discussing titles by Annie Proulx. She is an award-winning author, and you have 
lots of choices of her titles to read! To receive a copy of the book of your 
choosing and/or to be sent the Zoom invitation information, please contact 
Sonora at 745-3555 or smiller@nioga.org.  All are welcome! 
  
Afternoon Book Club is on Tuesday, April 20th at 1:30 PM on Zoom. We will be 
discussing your choice of two books about environmentalism and 
philosophy: Overstory by Richard Powers or Ishmael by Daniel Quinn. To receive 
a copy of the book of your choosing and/or to be sent the Zoom invitation 
information, please contact Sonora at 745-3555 or smiller@nioga.org. All are 
welcome! 
  
Town of Porter Story Hour from Home debuts a new weekly video storytime on 
YouTube for toddlers and preschoolers every Monday morning. You can pick up 
the craft kits for each week at our curbside pick-up from 4-6 PM on Mondays 
through Thursdays. No registration required. 
  
Words with Birds is a read aloud incentive program for children that is available 
by appointment. In each “Words with Birds” appointment, children and 
caregivers will come to the Library, choose a book, and read it to one of our live 
animal ambassadors. If you are interested in signing a child up, please make your 
appointment at www.picktime.com/youngstownfreelibrary or by calling the 
Library at 745-3555. Please book your appointment soon, as we have limited 
slots for this program! 
 

Dr. and Mrs. Pabilonia of Youngstown 
ended 2020 with a generous gift to 
the Library. Both are talented artists 
in different mediums, and the Library 
was honored to receive an original 
artwork painted by Dr. Pabilonia. 
It’s fitting to have a painting in the 
Library showcasing a coursing river. 
After all, we have the beautiful 
Niagara River running right through 
our community. 
The painting is currently displayed in 
the entrance to the Magazine Room 
for everyone to enjoy. 
(Pictured are Dr. Pabilonia and 
Sonora Miller, Library Director. Photo 
by Linda Pabilonia.) 
 

Beautiful Original Painting Donated to the Library 
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CURBSIDE PICK-UP IN THE FOYER 

During the length of the pandemic, the Library will continue to offer curbside pick-up for all 

materials.  Staff will sanitize & check out those library materials to you. Then they will be bagged 

for your privacy & protection.  We will call you when your items are ready to be picked up:  

Mondays - Thursdays: 4pm – 6pm. Masks are required, but your library card is not. 

Steps to Protect Everyone’s Health at the Youngstown Free Library 
Here are some highlights from our Safety Plan. Our top priority is the safety of staff  
members and patrons. Please feel free to review our detailed Safety Plan on our website: 
www.youngstownfreelibrary.org. 
·     All returned books and movies are put into a 72-hour quarantine. 

·     After quarantine, all books and movies are wiped down with disinfectant before being reshelved. 

·     All curbside pick-up books are wiped down with disinfectant before being placed in the bags. 

·     All staff members are screened daily to ensure that everyone is feeling well. 

·     All staff members are social distancing at work and wearing appropriate PPE for each situation. 

·     We are cleaning and disinfecting all work areas at the end of every shift. 
We will get through this by protecting each other, and your Library is here to protect your                                                            
health to the best of our abilities. If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact                                                           
Sonora at 745-3555. 

 

 
 

 

CONTACT US 

Call 716-745-3555 or email  yfl@nioga.org us with your questions and requests: 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays: 1:30pm - 8:30pm and Tuesdays: 9:30am - 8:30pm 

Curbside pick-up of Youngstown Library materials is available: 

Mondays - Thursdays: 4pm – 6pm 

We remain steadfast, dear community, in our desire to provide you 
with as much access to YOUR library as our building landlord allows us. 
 

VISIT THE LIBRARY 
Visit the Library for a 30-minute appointment. You’ll need to fill out a Patron 

Agreement for Pandemic Visits & everyone in your family must wear a mask for the 
entirety of your visit. 

www.youngstownfreelibrary.org 
Click on “Library by Appointment Request” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The Friends of the 
Youngstown Free Library 
240 Lockport Street 
Youngstown, NY 14174 

Library Hours 
 

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 
1:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

 
Tuesday 

9:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday 

Closed 
 

2021 Board of Trustees  
 

Sean Scarisbrick, President 
Paul Inskeep, Vice-President 

Maggie Steyn, Treasurer 
Devon Tower, Recording Secretary 

Karran Swayze, Corresponding Secretary 
Claudia Andres               Barbara Costello                       

               Emma Hartloff               Dave Smith              
               Mary Beth Smith            Nadine Tidwell 
 

Trustee Board Meetings 
7 p.m., fourth Monday of every month,  

The public is welcome to attend. 
 

2021 Friends of the Library 
Board of Directors 

Keith Hartloff, President 
Wendy Guild Swearingen, Vice President 

Bill Siddall, Treasurer 
Shannon Supon, Secretary 

Maggie Steyn, Liaison to the Library Board 
     Elaine Barbiero                      Barbara Chassar   
                          Nancy D’Arcangelo                  
     Judy Freiermuth                  Julia Grana                                   
     Jill Mazur                            Heather Rogers                          
     Catherine Stella                  Jessica Streb 

Colleen Mary Summerville 
(Newsletter Editor) 

 
Friends Board Meetings 

7 p.m., third Wednesday of every month 
Friends email: foylboard@gmail.com 

 
Library Contact Information 

Phone: (716) 745-3555 
Fax: (716) 745-7122 
Email: yfl@nioga.org 

Website: youngstownfreelibrary.org 

  

 

 

 

 


