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When you are ready to read, please contact the Library and request the            
book title you’d like. Please plan to request your book(s) 1-2 weeks before 
you plan to start reading. If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t 
hesitate to call or email Sonora at 716-745-3555 or smiller@nioga.org. 

                                                          

Evening Book Club’s reading choices for 2026 
Here are the books we will be discussing at these meeting dates:  
 

Wednesday, January 14th at 7 PM: Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell 
 
"England, 1580: The Black Death creeps across the land, an ever-present threat, infecting the 
healthy, the sick, the old and the young alike. The end of days is near, but life always goes on. 
A young Latin tutor—penniless and bullied by a violent father—falls in love with an 
extraordinary, eccentric young woman. Agnes is a wild creature who walks her family’s land 
with a falcon on her glove and is known throughout the countryside for her unusual gifts as 
a healer, understanding plants and potions better than she does people. Once she settles with 
her husband on Henley Street in Stratford-upon-Avon, she becomes a fiercely protective 

mother and a steadfast, centrifugal force in the life of her young husband, whose career on the London 
stage is just taking off when his beloved young son succumbs to sudden fever.” 
 

 
Wednesday, February 11th at 7 PM: Heart the Lover by Lily King 
 
“Our narrator understands good love stories-their secrets and subtext, their highs and their 
free falls. But her greatest love story, the one she lived, never followed the simple rules. In 
the fall of her senior year of college, she meets two star students from her 17th-Century Lit 
class: Sam and Yash. Best friends living off-campus in the elegant house of a professor on 
sabbatical, the boys invite her into their intoxicating world of academic fervor, rapid-fire 
banter and raucous card games. They nickname her Jordan, and she quickly discovers the 
pleasures of friendship, love and her own intellectual ambition. Youthful passion is 

unpredictable though, and she soon finds herself at the center of a charged and intricate triangle. As 
graduation comes and goes, choices made will alter these three lives forever.” 
 
 

Wednesday, March 11th at 7 PM: So Far Gone by Jess Walter 
 
“Rhys Kinnick has gone off the grid. At Thanksgiving a few years back, a fed-up Rhys punched 
his conspiracy-theorist son-in-law in the mouth, chucked his smartphone out a car window 
and fled for a cabin in the woods, with no one around except a pack of hungry raccoons. 
Now Kinnick’s old life is about to land right back on his crumbling doorstep. With the help of 
his caustic ex-girlfriend, a bipolar retired detective, and his only friend (who happens to be 
furious with him), Kinnick heads off to find his missing grandchildren through cultural lunacy 
and the rubble of a life he thought he’d left behind.” 

 
 
Wednesday, April 8th at 7 PM: One-in-a-Million Boy by Monica Wood 
 
“For years, guitarist Quinn Porter has been on the road, chasing gig after gig, largely absent 
to his twice-ex-wife Belle and their odd, Guinness records-obsessed son. When the boy dies 
suddenly, Quinn seeks forgiveness for his paternal shortcomings by completing the 
requirements for his son's unfinished Boy Scout badge. For seven Saturdays, Quinn does yard 
work for Ona Vitkus, the wily 104-year-old Lithuanian immigrant the boy had visited weekly. 
Quinn soon discovers that the boy had talked Ona into gunning for the world record for 
Oldest Licensed Driver -- and that's the least of her secrets. Despite himself, Quinn picks up 

where the boy left off, forging a friendship with Ona that allows him to know the son he never understood, 
a boy who was always listening, always learning.” 
 


